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This Marist Poll Reports:
Paterson Retains Support Among NYS Voters...Four in Ten Need to Know More

The torrent of scandal facing New York Governor David Paterson has not chipped away at
his support among registered voters in the state. 68% of the electorate wants Paterson to
finish out his term while 28% are calling for him to resign. 4% are unsure.

In a Marist Poll conducted just one week ago, the governor had similar support among the
electorate. At that time, 66% reported they wanted Paterson to stay in office while 28%
thought Paterson should step down. 6% were unsure.

"This is not really a ringing endorsement of Governor Paterson. Instead, the jury is still out
on Paterson in the court of public opinion until further information is known,” says Dr. Lee M.
Miringoff, Director of The Marist College Institute for Public Opinion. “In the short run, voters
are giving him the benefit of the doubt."

Why do voters think the way they do about Paterson’s future? Of those voters who think the
governor should stay in office, 40% say the public doesn’t have all the facts to prove he’s
guilty. 20% think his resignation would do more harm than good for the state, 14% report
he’s doing a good job under the circumstances, and 13% think Paterson has a responsibility
to fulfill his commitment. An additional 13% believe he should stay in office because there
isn’t that much time left to his term.

As for those voters who think Paterson should resign, 30% say it is because he can no
longer do his job with these controversies. 25% report the scandals are a distraction from
the important issues facing New York, 24% think Paterson is guilty of wrongdoing, and 13%
think he hasn’t been honest about what has happened. Just 8% believe he has hurt the
image of the state.

Governor Paterson has been adamant that he will not resign from office. If he does not step
down, how effective will he be during the remainder of his term? According to 60% of
voters, Paterson will not be able to govern properly. This includes 38% who believe he will
not be very effective and 22% who think he will not be effective at all. On the other hand,
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37% report the governor will be a good leader, including 2% who say he will be very
effective, and 35% who believe he will be effective in the role.

Voters’ lack of confidence in the governor has been consistent since Marist’'s survey last
week. 62%, at that time, thought Paterson would be ineffectual as New York’s governor.
This included 39% who believed he would not be able to lead the state well, and 23% who
thought his hands would be tied. 34%, however, thought he would be able to fulfill his
responsibilities. Included here were 7% who said Paterson would be very effective and 27%
who reported he would be effective.

More Voters Cast Judgment on Paterson

Governor Paterson says he has been a victim of rumor and innuendo. However, with the
media circulating more and more stories about Paterson’s alleged phone conversation with
the victim in a possible domestic violence case involving one of his top aides and his alleged
improper acquisition of Yankees' tickets, the governor is on a slippery slope when it comes
to public opinion.

Since Marist’s survey of New York State last week, more voters have formed an opinion
about the governor’s involvement in the possible domestic violence case. While 30% were
unsure about how they would classify Paterson’s behavior last week, just 17% currently do
not have an opinion. And, the change is not good for Paterson.

Both the proportion of those who think the governor did something unethical and the
proportion of voters who believe Paterson’s actions were illegal have grown while fewer
members of the electorate believe the governor did nothing wrong.

A slim majority of voters -- 51% -- now think Governor Paterson acted unethically but not
illegally while 40% said the same last week. When it comes to legality, 25% currently
believe the governor broke the law. This compares with 18% who thought that way last
week. And, only 7% now report Paterson did nothing wrong while 12% said the same in
Marist’'s March 2nd poll.

Since Marist’s previous survey, allegations have surfaced questioning whether Governor
Paterson misinformed the Commission on Public Integrity about how he obtained World
Series Yankees' tickets. What do voters think about Paterson’s alleged actions on this
guestion? 53% say his behavior was unethical but not illegal, 15% think the governor broke
the law, and 18% believe he did nothing wrong. 14% are unsure.

No-Go for Cuomo...Voters Want Special Prosecutor to Investigate

Although Governor Paterson asked New York State Attorney General Andrew Cuomo to
investigate the conversation he had with the possible victim in the domestic violence case
involving one of his top aides, only 38% think Cuomo will be fair and impatrtial in conducting
the investigation due to his potential gubernatorial bid. 58% say a special prosecutor should
be appointed. 4% are unsure.

The Fairness Factor

54% of registered voters think Governor David Paterson is being treated fairly while 39%
believe he is being unfairly targeted. 7% are unsure.
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This is similar to Marist’s poll last week when 55% said he was being treated fairly, and 36%
said he was not. 9% were unsure.

Budgetary Skills Lacking, Say Majority of Voters

Governor Paterson is trying to convince voters that, despite the scandal surrounding him, it's
business as usual. On Monday, Paterson held a town hall meeting in Brooklyn focusing on
the budget. How do voters think Mr. Paterson is doing on the issue? 58% disapprove of
how he is handling the budget while 35% approve of his management. 7% are unsure.

When Marist last asked about the governor’s budgetary skills in early February, 57%
disapproved, and 37% approved. 6% were unsure.

Paterson’s Approval Rating at 19%

And, what about the governor’s overall job approval rating? It has notched down even
further. 19% of the electorate believes Paterson is doing either an excellent or good job in
office. This includes 3% who say he is excelling and 16% who think he is doing well. 43%
report he is doing a fair job while 36% say he is performing poorly. 2% are unsure.

When Marist asked about Governor Paterson’s job approval rating last week after he
announced he would not seek election, 23% thought highly of his performance. Included
here were 4% who said he was doing an excellent job and 19% who reported he was doing
a good job. One-third thought Paterson was doing an average job, and 38% said he was
falling short. 6% were unsure.

Ravitch Who?

If Governor Paterson steps down, Lieutenant Governor Richard Ravitch will be sworn in as
the state’s next governor. Unfortunately for Ravitch, not a lot of voters know much about
him. 41% have either never heard of him or are unsure how to rate him while 21% say he is
doing either an excellent or good job in office. 30% report he is doing a mediocre job, and
8% say he is performing poorly.

In Marist’s survey last week, 44% did not have a sense about Ravitch, 15% thought he was
doing either an excellent or good job in office, and 29% gave him average marks. 12%
thought he was performing at a subpar level.

Cuomo Approval Rating Drops to 54%

Has New York State Attorney General Andrew Cuomo’s job approval rating suffered from
his role in the Paterson investigation? The short answer is, “Yes.” Cuomo’s approval rating
has dropped 13 percentage points since Marist last asked this question prior to Governor
Paterson ending his candidacy for election. 54% of voters currently say Cuomo is doing
either an excellent or good job in office. 31% now believe he is performing fairly well, and
8% think he is missing the mark. 7% are unsure.

This is a major change from Marist’s previous poll when 67% gave Cuomo high marks, 22%
thought he was doing a fair job, and 6% said he was doing a poor job. 5% were unsure.
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Notable changes in Cuoma’s approval rating are in New York City and among non-white
voters. In New York City, Cuomo declined by 17 percentage points, and among non-whites,
he dropped 22 percentage points.
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Nature of the Sample: 529 New York State Registered Voters

This survey of 529 New York State registered voters was conducted on March 8", 2010.
Registered voters were interviewed by telephone in proportion to the voter registration in each
county in New York and adjusted for turnout in statewide elections. Telephone numbers were
selected based upon a list of telephone exchanges from throughout the state. The exchanges
were selected to ensure that each region was represented in proportion to its population. In an
effort to increase coverage, this land-line sample was supplemented by respondents reached
through random dialing of cell phone numbers. The land-line and cell phone samples were then
combined. Results are statistically significant at +4.5%. The error margin increases for cross-
tabulations.
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Registered Voters Who Think Governor Paterson Should Serve Out the Rest of His
Term

You mentioned earlier that you think David Paterson should serve out the rest of his
term as governor. Which comes closest to why you think he should serve out the rest

of his term?
There
isn't His resignation
He has a much |We don't know all will do more
responsibility to He's doing a good | time left the facts to prove harm than good
fulfill his job under the to his he’s guilty of for New York
commitment circumstances term wrongdoing State
Row % Row % Row % Row % Row %
Registered Voters
Who Think
Governor Paterson 13% 14% 13% 40% 20%

Should Serve Out
the Rest of His Term

March 9, 2010 Marist Poll New York Registered Voters Who Think Governor Paterson Should Serve Out the
Rest of His Term "N=360 MOE +/- 5.5%". Totals may not add to 100 due to rounding.

Registered Voters Who Think Governor Paterson Should Resign

You mentioned earlier that you think David Paterson should resign as governor.
Which comes closest to why you think he should resign?

He hurts | It's a distraction 'He hasn't been
He can no longer do the image from the important honest about

He's guilty of | his job with all of of New | issues facing New what's
wrongdoing these controversies York State York State happened
Row % Row % Row % Row % Row %
Registered Voters
Who Think
Governor 24% 30% 8% 25% 13%
Paterson Should
Resign

March 9, 2010 Marist Poll New York Registered Voters Who Think Governor Paterson Should Resign
"N=148 MOE +/- 8%". Totals may not add to 100 due to rounding.



Registered Voters

If Governor Paterson does not resign, how effective do you think he
will be in carrying out his responsibilities as governor: very effective,
effective, not very effective, or not effective at all?

Not very Not effective at
Very effective Effective effective all Unsure
Row % Row % Row % Row % Row %
Registered Voters 2% 35% 38% 22% 3%
Part_y . Democrat 3% 37% 38% 20% 2%
Registration  poiblican 1% 3206 37% 29% 1%
Non-enrolled 5% 34% 42% 15% 3%
Political Liberal 2% 38% 42% 13% 5%
ldeology  \oderate 1% 34% 40% 23% 1%
Conservative 4% 33% 34% 28% 1%
REgo gﬁ‘;" s 6% 38% 27% 25% 5%
Suburbs 1% 38% 37% 23% 1%
Upstate 2% 31% 45% 20% 2%
Income Less $50,000 2% 40% 35% 20% 3%
238:888‘ 6% 37% 37% 19% 1%
ilggooo or 1% 29% 40% 27% 2%
Income ;gg%g%a” 2% 40% 35% 20% 3%
ﬁfgr,goo or 4% 33% 38% 23% 2%
Race White 2% 30% 42% 23% 3%
Non White 7% 53% 22% 16% 3%
Age 18to 29 10% 41% 30% 19% 0%
30to 44 0% 33% 35% 27% 4%
45 to 59 3% 33% 42% 21% 2%
60 or older 2% 36% 40% 19% 3%
Age Under 45 3% 36% 34% 25% 3%
45 or older 2% 34% 41% 20% 2%
Gender Men 2% 35% 37% 24% 1%
Women 3% 34% 39% 20% 4%

March 9, 2010 Marist Poll New York Registered Voters "N=529 MOE +/- 4.5%". Totals may not add to
100 due to rounding.



Registered Voters

An investigation is underway to find out what occurred during a
conversation Governor Paterson had with the victim of a possible
domestic violence case against one of the governor's top aides.
Regarding Governor Paterson's contact with the victim, do you think the

governor:
Did nothing Did something unethical, Did something

wrong but not illegal illegal Unsure

Row % Row % Row % Row %
Registered Voters 7% 51% 25% 17%
Party Democrat 7% 51% 25% 17%
Registration  penyplican 6% 47% 29% 18%
Non-enrolled 7% 55% 23% 15%
Political Liberal 5% 54% 23% 17%
ldeology  poderate 9% 52% 23% 16%
Conservative 6% 48% 29% 16%
Reglon N ork 6% 39% 33% 22%

ity
Suburbs 7% 51% 28% 15%
Upstate 7% 59% 19% 15%
Income Less $50,000 9% 54% 26% 11%
iggzggg' 8% 51% 22% 19%
ﬁqlgr%,ooo of 4% 52% 29% 14%
Income Less than 9% 54% 26% 11%
$50,000

ﬁig)r,goo or 6% 52% 25% 17%
Race White 7% 53% 24% 16%
Non White 5% 46% 29% 19%
Age 18 to 29 13% 51% 22% 14%
30to 44 4% 46% 30% 21%
45 to 59 6% 55% 25% 15%
60 or older 7% 54% 22% 16%
Age Under 45 7% 47% 27% 18%
45 or older 6% 55% 23% 15%
Gender Men 8% 53% 24% 14%
Women 5% 49% 26% 19%

March 9, 2010 Marist Poll New York Registered Voters "N=529 MOE +/- 4.5%". Totals may not add to
100 due to rounding.



Registered Voters

Governor Paterson is also being investigated for possibly misinforming

the Commission on Public Integrity on how he obtained and purchased

World Series Yankees Tickets last fall. Regarding this investigation, do
you think the governor:

Did nothing Did something unethical, Did something
wrong but not illegal illegal Unsure
Row % Row % Row % Row %
Registered Voters 18% 53% 15% 14%
Party Democrat 19% 49% 14% 17%
Registration  panplican 16% 51% 19% 14%
Non-enrolled 16% 59% 14% 12%
Political Liberal 17% 58% 11% 14%
ldeology  \oderate 22% 49% 13% 16%
Conservative 15% 51% 22% 12%
R e Vs 15% 50% 19% 16%
ity
Suburbs 17% 55% 17% 11%
Upstate 19% 53% 13% 15%
Income Less $50,000 17% 56% 16% 11%
288888 16% 56% 14% 14%
$100,000 or 19% 49% 16% 16%
Income ;ggi)g%a” 17% 56% 16% 11%
ﬁfgr,goo or 17% 53% 15% 15%
Race White 17% 56% 13% 15%
Non White 20% 43% 24% 14%
Age 18 to 29 13% 59% 21% 7%
30to 44 22% 48% 16% 15%
45 to 59 15% 54% 13% 18%
60 or older 18% 54% 15% 13%
Age Under 45 19% 51% 17% 12%
45 or older 16% 54% 14% 16%
Gender Men 19% 52% 15% 14%
Women 16% 53% 16% 15%

March 9, 2010 Marist Poll New York Registered Voters "N=529 MOE +/- 4.5%". Totals may not add to
100 due to rounding.



Registered Voters

Governor Paterson asked Andrew Cuomo as the state's
Attorney General to investigate the governor's actions
surrounding a conversation he had with the victim of a
possible domestic violence case against one of the
governor's top aides. Others think a special prosecutor
should be appointed since Cuomo is expected to
announce he will run for governor this year. Do you think:

Attorney General Andrew It is necessary to
Cuomo will be fair and appoint a special
impartial in conducting | prosecutor to conduct
the investigation the investigation Unsure
Row % Row % Row %
Registered Voters 38% 58% 4%
Party Democrat 40% 58% 2%
Registration penyplican 31% 63% 6%
Non-enrolled 42% 54% 5%
Political Liberal 40% 58% 2%
ldeology  \oderate 42% 54% 5%
Conservative 33% 64% 3%
Region l(\l:ﬁ\)//v York 39% 5806 1%
Suburbs 36% 61% 3%
Upstate 39% 57% 4%
Income Less $50,000 37% 59% 4%
2331388‘ 39% 59% 3%
$100,000 or 40% 58% 2%
Income ;ggfog%a” 37% 59% 4%
390,000 or 39% 58% 3%
Race White 39% 58% 4%
Non White 37% 59% 4%
Age 18 to 29 20% 80% 0%
30 to 44 41% 55% 4%
45 to 59 39% 57% 4%
60 or older 43% 53% 1%
Age Under 45 34% 63% 3%
45 or older 41% 55% 4%
Gender Men 37% 58% 5%
Women 40% 58% 3%

March 9, 2010 Marist Poll New York Registered Voters "N=529 MOE +/- 4.5%". Totals
may not add to 100 due to rounding.
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March 9, 2010 Marist Poll New York Registered Voters "N=529 MOE +/- 4.5%". Totals
may not add to 100 due to rounding.




March 9, 2010 Marist Poll New York Registered Voters "N=529 MOE +/- 4.5%". Totals may not add to 100 due to
rounding.




March 9, 2010 Marist Poll New York Registered Voters "N= 529 MOE +/ 4.5%". Totals may not add to 100
due to rounding.




Registered Voters

Would you rate the job New York State Attorney General Andrew Cuomo is
doing in office as excellent, good, fair, or poor?

Excellent Good Fair Poor Unsure-Never Heard
Row % Row % Row % Row % Row %
Registered Voters 9% 45% 31% 8% 7%
Part_y _ Democrat 12% 53% 23% 5% 7%
Registration 2 s ublican 4% 36% 37% 16% 6%
Non-enrolled 10% 43% 34% 5% 8%
Political Liberal 7% 54% 30% 2% 6%
Ideology Moderate 12% 47% 30% 5% 6%
Conservative 7% 34% 33% 17% 9%
Region New York City 13% 41% 33% 3% 8%
Suburbs 9% 53% 25% 8% 6%
Upstate 6% 43% 32% 12% 8%
Income Less $50,000 11% 44% 27% 6% 11%
:gg:ggg' 5% 47% 28% 13% 6%
ilgiooo or 10% 39% 35% 7% 7%
Income Less than
$50.000 11% 44% 27% 6% 11%
ﬁfgr,goo or 8% 44% 31% 11% 7%
Race White 10% 47% 28% 9% 6%
Non White 7% 38% 40% 5% 10%
Age 18 to 29 8% 35% 39% 9% 10%
30to 44 3% 44% 38% 10% 5%
45 to 59 8% 49% 29% 8% 6%
60 or older 15% 46% 23% 8% 8%
Age Under 45 5% 41% 38% 10% 6%
45 or older 11% 48% 26% 8% 7%
Gender Men 7% 44% 29% 12% 8%
Women 11% 45% 32% 5% 7%

March 9, 2010 Marist Poll New York Registered Voters "N=529 MOE +/- 4.5%". Totals may not add to 100 due to
rounding.
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