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This NY1/YNN-Marist Poll Reports: 
 
Gillibrand Approval Rating Climbs to Highest Point Since Taking Office 
 
U.S. Senator Kirsten Gillibrand has improved her standing among New York voters.  Nearly 
half of registered voters statewide -- 49% -- think she is doing either an excellent or good job 
in office.  Included here are 13% who report she is doing an excellent job and 36% who say 
she is doing a good one.  Gillibrand’s approval rating is the highest she has received since 
taking office in January 2009.  Currently, 29% rate Gillibrand’s performance as fair while 
10% say she is doing poorly.  12% have not heard enough about her to offer an opinion. 
 
When Marist last reported on Gillibrand’s approval rating in late October, 36% gave her 
above average grades, 30% thought she was doing a fair job, and 18% said her 
performance was poor.  16%, at the time, were unsure. 
 
“This is the first time since being appointed to the U.S. Senate by former Governor David 
Paterson that Senator Gillibrand has established herself with New York voters in terms of 
her job performance,” says Dr. Lee M. Miringoff, Director of The Marist College Institute for 
Public Opinion.  “Voters see Gillibrand in a different light.” 
 
Although Gillibrand has bolstered support across party lines, the largest bump in her 
approval rating comes from her own base.  61% of New York State Democrats approve of 
the job she is doing in the U.S. Senate.  In October, 45% of Democrats held this view.  
Among the state’s GOP, 39% give Gillibrand a thumbs-up compared with 30% who did the 
same in Marist’s previous survey.  And, among non-enrolled voters, 40% approve of 
Gillibrand’s job performance while 28% did so at the end of October. 
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Regardless of region, Gillibrand’s approval rating has enjoyed a boost.  A majority of voters -
- 54% -- in New York City, 45% in the city’s suburbs, and nearly half of those upstate -- 49% 
-- approve of her job performance.  In October, those proportions stood at 31%, 35%, and 
40%, respectively.    
 
Schumer Approval Rating Up 
 
Senator Chuck Schumer’s job approval rating is strong.  Nearly six in ten voters -- 59% -- 
think New York’s senior senator is doing either an excellent or good job in office.  This 
includes 22% who believe he is doing an excellent job and 37% who report he is doing a 
good one.  Nearly three in ten -- 28% -- give him fair grades, and just 9% say he is 
performing poorly in office.  Five percent are unsure. 
 
At the end of October, Schumer enjoyed a 55% approval rating.  His highest approval rating 
came in October of 2004 when 61% of voters lauded his performance. 
 
Obama Approval Rating at 53% 
 
Among registered voters statewide, a majority -- 53% -- approve of the job President Barack 
Obama is doing in office.  Included here are 17% who think he is doing an excellent job and 
36% who report he is doing a good one.  One in four think his job performance is fair, and 
more than one in five -- 22% -- say Mr. Obama’s performance is poor.  One percent is 
unsure. 
 
The president’s approval rating in the state has grown.  At the end of October, 45% 
approved of the job Mr. Obama was doing as president.  23% gave him fair marks, and 
about one-third -- 32% -- thought his performance was subpar. 
 
Although there has been a seven percentage point bump in the president’s job performance 
rating among non-enrolled voters, Republicans in New York play a role in Mr. Obama’s 
improved standing as well.  26% of the statewide GOP currently approve of the president’s 
job performance.  16% thought that way in Marist’s previous survey.   
 



How the Survey was Conducted 
 

Nature of the Sample: New York State Poll of 751 Registered Voters 
 
This survey of 751 New York State registered voters was conducted on January 24th through January 
26th, 2011.  Registered voters were interviewed by telephone in proportion to the voter registration in 
each county in New York and adjusted for turnout in statewide elections. Telephone numbers were 
selected based upon a list of telephone exchanges from throughout the state. The exchanges were 
selected to ensure that each region was represented in proportion to its turnout in comparable 
elections.  To increase coverage, this land-line sample was supplemented by respondents reached 
through random dialing of cell phone numbers. The two samples were then combined. Results are 
statistically significant within ±4.0 percentage points.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Nature of the Sample: Registered Voters 
 

 

 



NYS Senator Gillibrand Approval Rating 
Asked of NYS Registered Voters: 

Question Wording: Would you rate the job Senator Kirsten Gillibrand is doing in office as excellent, good, fair, 
or poor? 

 



NYS Senator Gillibrand Approval Rating Over Time 
Asked of NYS Registered Voters: 

Question Wording: Would you rate the job Senator Kirsten Gillibrand is doing in office as excellent, good, fair, 
or poor? 

 

  

Date
Excellent/

Good Excellent Good Fair Poor Unsure
January 2011 49% 13% 36% 29% 10% 12%
October 30, 2010 36% 6% 30% 30% 18% 16%
October 22, 2010 35% 6% 29% 32% 15% 18%
September 28, 2010 27% 4% 23% 38% 18% 17%
May 11, 2010 27% 3% 24% 37% 14% 22%
March 29, 2010 27% 2% 25% 34% 17% 22%
March 2, 2010 25% 3% 22% 38% 15% 22%

February 1, 2010 24% 2% 22% 33% 18% 25%
January 15, 2010 24% 2% 22% 33% 18% 25%

November 23, 2009 25% 3% 22% 39% 12% 24%
September 17, 2009 26% 3% 23% 38% 9% 27%
July 1, 2009 24% 3% 21% 30% 13% 33%
May 4, 2009 19% 2% 17% 28% 10% 43%
March 3, 2009 18% 3% 15% 27% 5% 50%

Marist Poll New York Registered Voters

New York State Registered Voters

Would you rate the job Senator Kirsten Gillibrand is doing in office as excellent, good, 
fair, or poor?



NYS Senator Schumer Approval Rating 
Asked of NYS Registered Voters: 

Question Wording: Would you rate the job Senator Charles Schumer is doing in office as excellent, good, fair, 
or poor? 

 



NYS Senator Schumer Approval Rating Over Time 
Asked of NYS Registered Voters: 

Question Wording: Would you rate the job Senator Charles Schumer is doing in office as excellent, good, fair, 
or poor? 

  

Date
Excellent/

Good Excellent Good Fair Poor Unsure
January 2011 59% 22% 37% 28% 9% 5%
October 30, 2010 55% 20% 35% 25% 15% 5%
October 22, 2010 53% 19% 34% 26% 17% 4%
September 28, 2010 47% 15% 32% 31% 19% 3%
March 11, 2010 50% 14% 36% 31% 16% 3%

March 29, 2010 51% 13% 38% 28% 17% 4%
March 2, 2010 53% 12% 41% 28% 15% 4%
February 1, 2010 47% 11% 36% 31% 17% 5%
January 15, 2010 51% 13% 38% 24% 18% 7%

November 23, 2009 54% 17% 37% 29% 13% 4%
September 17, 2009 58% 17% 41% 26% 13% 3%
July 1, 2009 54% 15% 39% 27% 15% 4%
May 4, 2009 55% 18% 37% 25% 14% 6%
March 3, 2009 57% 17% 40% 25% 13% 5%
October 28, 2008 55% 20% 35% 20% 13% 12%
April 9, 2008 57% 15% 42% 27% 10% 6%

March 27, 2007 57% 20% 37% 23% 9% 11%

October 20, 2006 55% 19% 36% 32% 8% 5%

July 19, 2006 58% 13% 45% 27% 8% 7%

May 10, 2006 56% 15% 41% 27% 8% 9%
January 2006
(Release: February 
1st)

57% 15% 42% 23% 12% 8%

September 30, 2005 55% 17% 38% 25% 11% 9%

April 12, 2005 58% 15% 43% 24% 8% 10%

October 28, 2004 61% 19% 42% 21% 8% 10%

September 17, 2004 50% 13% 37% 29% 11% 10%

April 19, 2004 54% 13% 41% 27% 8% 11%

January 14, 2004 58% 14% 44% 23% 7% 12%

September 22, 2003 52% 12% 40% 30% 10% 8%

April 10, 2003 52% 10% 42% 27% 8% 13%

December 15, 2002 53% 11% 42% 28% 8% 11%

September 16, 2002 52% 9% 43% 27% 8% 13%

April 20, 2002 55% 11% 44% 26% 6% 13%

December 12, 2001 54% 12% 42% 24% 7% 15%

April 9, 2001 49% 12% 37% 26% 8% 17%

December 1, 2000 51% 13% 38% 22% 9% 18%

March 31, 2000 39% 9% 30% 27% 7% 27%

September 24, 1999 44% 9% 35% 31% 8% 17%

March 10, 1999 41% 7% 34% 23% 10% 26%

Marist Poll New York Registered Voters

New York State Registered Voters

Would you rate the job Senator Charles Schumer is doing in office as excellent, 
good, fair, or poor?



President Obama Approval Rating in NYS 
Asked of NYS Registered Voters: 

Question Wording: Would you rate the job President Barack Obama is doing in office as excellent, good, fair, 
or poor? 

 

  



President Obama Approval Rating in NYS Over Time 
Asked of NYS Registered Voters: 

Question Wording: Would you rate the job President Barack Obama is doing in office as excellent, good, fair, 
or poor? 

 

 

Date
Excellent/

Good Excellent Good Fair Poor Unsure

January 2011 53% 17% 36% 25% 22% 1%

October 30, 2010 45% 16% 29% 23% 32% <1%

October 22, 2010 45% 16% 29% 22% 33% <1%

September 30, 2010 43% 13% 30% 27% 29% 1%
September 24, 2010 47% 16% 31% 22% 31% <1%
May 12, 2010 55% 22% 33% 22% 23% <1%
March 29, 2010 53% 21% 32% 21% 26% <1%
March 3, 2010 52% 16% 36% 24% 23% 1%
February 3, 2010 46% 13% 33% 27% 27% <1%
January 15, 2010 56% 20% 36% 22% 21% 1%

November 23, 2009 55% 18% 37% 24% 20% 1%
September 24, 2009 52% 25% 27% 20% 26% 2%
September 14, 2009 57% 23% 34% 23% 20% <1%
July 1, 2009 63% 31% 32% 20% 16% 1%
May 4, 2009 64% 33% 31% 20% 14% 2%
March 3, 2009 68% 33% 35% 15% 13% 4%

January 27, 2009 60% 28% 32% 16% 6% 18%
Marist Poll New York Registered Voters

New York State Registered Voters

Would you rate the job President Barack Obama is doing in office as excellent, 
good, fair, or poor?
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