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This NY1-Marist Poll Reports: 
 
New York City Mayor Michael Bloomberg is receiving slightly better grades on his handling 
of the New York City public schools.  48% of registered voters disapprove of how the mayor 
is handling the issue while 41% approve.  11% are unsure.   
 
Although 48% of voters disapprove of how Bloomberg is dealing with the issue, fewer voters 
now have this view.  In August, a majority -- 54% -- thought the mayor was failing the city’s 
public schools while 36% said he was doing a good job.  One in ten -- 10% -- was unsure. 
 
By borough: 

• Fewer Brooklyn voters have a negative view of how Bloomberg is handling the 
city’s schools.  47% currently have that impression while 55% thought this way in 
August. 

• In the Bronx, 52% disapprove of how Bloomberg is handling the public schools 
while 62% said the same last month. 

• 42% of Manhattan voters think the mayor needs to do better when it comes to the 
education system.  50% shared this opinion in August.  

• Half of voters in Queens and Staten Island -- 50% -- disapprove of the mayor’s 
handling of the New York City public schools while 52% said the same in NY1-
Marist’s previous survey. 

City’s Top Educator Still Unknown to More than One in Five Residents 
 
New York City Schools Chancellor Dennis Walcott needs to work on his name recognition.  
When it comes to his job approval rating, 31% of residents now give Walcott high marks.  
Included here are 3% who believe he is doing an excellent job and 28% who say he is doing 
a good one.  38% report Walcott is doing a fair job in his position while 9% rate him poorly.  
A notable 22% have either never heard of Walcott or are unsure how to rate him.   
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In NY1-Marist’s survey earlier this month, 28% of adults in New York City thought Walcott 
was doing an above average job, 33% gave him average grades, and 13% thought he fell 
short.  About one in four residents -- 26% -- were unsure how to rate him at that time.     
 
There has also been little change on the rating of the public schools themselves.  43% of 
city dwellers describe the schools in their community as excellent -- 7% -- or good -- 36%.  
30% think they are fair, 18% give their neighborhood schools a poor rating, and 9% are 
unsure how to rate them.   
 
When reported earlier this month, the same proportion of adults -- 43% -- thought well of 
their local public schools, 28% rated them as fair, and 19% thought they fell short.  10%, at 
the time, were unsure how to rate them.  
 



How the Survey was Conducted 
 

Nature of the Sample: New York City Poll of 827 Adults 
 
This survey of 827 New York City adults was conducted on September 20th through September 22nd, 
2011.  Adults 18 years of age and older residing in the five boroughs of New York City were interviewed 
by telephone. Telephone numbers were selected based upon a list of telephone exchanges from 
throughout the city. The exchanges were selected to ensure that each borough was represented in 
proportion to its population. To increase coverage, this land-line sample was supplemented by 
respondents reached through random dialing of cell phone numbers. The two samples were then 
combined. Results are statistically significant within ±3.5 percentage points. There are 623 registered 
voters.  The results for this subset are statistically significant within ±4.5 percentage points. The error 
margin increases for cross-tabulations. 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Nature of the Sample: Adults 
 

 

  



Nature of the Sample: Registered Voters 
 

 

 



Bloomberg on Public Schools 
Asked of NYC Registered Voters: 

Question Wording: Do you approve or disapprove of how Mayor Michael Bloomberg is handling the public 
schools?  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Bloomberg on Public Schools Over Time 
Asked of NYC Registered Voters: 

Question Wording: Do you approve or disapprove of how Mayor Michael Bloomberg is handling the public 
schools?  

  

New York City Registered Voters 

Do you approve or disapprove of how 
Mayor Michael Bloomberg is handling the 

public schools? 

Approve Disapprove Unsure 

Row % Row % Row % 

September 2011 41% 48% 11% 

August 2011 36% 54% 10% 

March 2011 27% 65% 8% 

July 2009 53% 38% 9% 

Marist Poll New York City Registered Voters 

 



 
 

New York City Schools Chancellor Dennis Walcott Job Approval Rating 
Asked of NYC Adults: 

Question Wording: Would you rate the job New York City Schools Chancellor Dennis Walcott is doing in 
office as excellent, good, fair, or poor? 

 

 

 

 

 



New York City Public Schools Rating 
Asked of NYC Adults: 

Question Wording: Would you rate the public schools in your community as excellent, good, fair, or poor? 
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